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New Refrigerators at Both CCSA Sites 
 

Everyone at CCSA is celebrating the new ‘twins’—
gorgeous, commercial-size refrigerators.  How cool is that?  
Both  CCSA sites are now able to keep fruits, vegetables, meats, 
water, and even salads nice and cold for longer periods of time.  
The purchase of the shiny new refrigerators was made possible 
by a grant from Los Patronas, a long-standing and respected  
philanthropic organization in San Diego.  In addition to 
refrigerators, a hydraulic pallet-lifter was also received with this 
grant.  If thanks can be described as enormous, then CCSA 
extends Los Patronas an ENORMOUS THANKS! 
 Each CCSA site is now enabled to serve many more fresh 
foods.  This means many more people are now able to receive 
nutritional fresh items in addition to the basics usually given.      
CCSA can now receive donations of eggs and fresh garden 
produce.  REALLY cool! 

         Carol Suiter and new ‘fridge at PB 

                                                                             
Las Patronas is an organization with a long 
history of giving.  Since its inception in 
1946, Las Patronas has donated more than 
$17 million to over a thousand charitable 
institutions in San Diego.  All funds raised 
by Las Patronas stay in San Diego County 
and are distributed to both small, grass-root 
nonprofits as well as to larger, more visible 
organizations.    
        Double refrigerator at CCSA Clairemont   
       
       
  

       
. 
Rosario Mereaux, Assistant to the Operations Manager, is leaving her position at CCSA.  Her plans 
include two months of working on an archaeological dig in Israel—the Magdala Project in Tiverius, 
on the Sea of Galilee.  Following this she hopes to volunteer in Africa and/or Nicaragua.   Thanks so 
much, Rosario.  Adios!  Que te bendiga!! 
 
 

   

CCSA Mission Statement:  The mission of the Community Christian Service Agency, an ecumenical Christian agency, is to 
provide emergency services to individuals and families in need in San Diego County, including food, clothing and referrals, 
and where practical, counseling to assist in their transition to self-reliance.  (adopted Feb. 15, 2010; amended 12/16/13) 

 



 
 

 
 
 
The Reverend Jerry Lawritson, beloved pastor and long-time supporter of CCSA, passed away 
on January 24, 2016.  Born and raised in Nebraska, Jerry graduated from Doane College and 
then received a Master of Divinity from Pacific School of Religion; he later studied at Oxford.  
Jerry was ordained by the United Church of Christ, ministered at First Congregational Church 
of Martinez, California, then served 30 years as pastor of the Community Congregational 
Church of Pacific Beach. Survivors include his wife, two children, three grandchildren, a 
sister, and several nephews.  Rev. Lawritson was highly respected as a member and president 
of the CCSA Board of Directors for many years. 
 
 

           
  

Did you know that…………. 

 …..at Christmas 2015 CCSA provided more than 375 Christmas food baskets for families and over 100 
 Christmas gift bags for homeless individuals 

 
.....over 175 walkers participated in the 2015 CCSA Hunger Walk and about $24,500 was received 
 

 …..815 food items were recently delivered to CCSA from the University City United Church of Christ 
 
 …..you can save your receipt from a meal at Chili’s restaurant, bring it to CCSA, and a percentage of your 

 cost will be given to CCSA.   
 

…..you can designate Community Christian Service Agency as a recipient of a percentage of your 
purchases on Amazon.com.  Check it out at Amazon.com, bring up their Charitable Donation list, 
and choose SMILE.  Also, check out the Wish List of CCSA at Amazon.com 

 
 

             
 
WANTED:  Volunteers to work alongside people who give their time, strength, and 
enthusiasm for helping people.  Tasks include assisting clients at the intake desk and with 
food and clothing.  Volunteers organize food bags, work with commodities, input data into 
the computer, fold and shelve clothing, and help with various jobs around the centers.  
This organization has a forty three-year history of helping people in need, depending 
heavily on its talented, energetic, compassionate volunteer crew and accomplishing 
amazing things. 
Interested?  Look no further, call 858-274-2271 for further details.  If this awakens a “still 
small voice,” please don’t ignore the opportunity for you—and for CCSA. 
 

                                                 
 
 



 
 
Kiwanis Grant Received for Children’s Clothing 
 

CCSA has recently received a grant in the amount of $1500 from the Kiwanis Club of La Jolla (Youth 
Services Committee).  This grant is focused particularly on providing jackets and sweaters for 
children and youth. 
 

The Youth Services Committee of the La Jolla Kiwanis Club annually awards grants that benefit 
young teens and children.  The mission of the Kiwanis Foundation is:  “Serving the children of the 
world….by making our community a better, child-friendly place”. 
 

CCSA will use these grant monies to purchase warm outerwear for school-aged and pre-school children 
whose families come to CCSA.  The El Nino weather has been mild this winter, but cooler, wetter 
weather will bring greater need for jackets and sweatshirts; CCSA now has the means to provide these, 
thanks to this grant from the Kiwanis Club of La Jolla. 
 

   

F.O.C.U.S. 
 
CHILDREN are the focus of FOCUS (Friends of Children United Society); their goal is stated this way:  
“helping to make life better for children in need in San Diego County.”  Recently CCSA received the glad 
news that FOCUS “has awarded Community Christian Service Agency an on-going grant in the amount 
of $2,500 for 2016 for the purchasing of baby layette items, new clothes for school and undergarments for 
children.  These funds will be available until December 15, 2016.” 
 
The picture above shows children enjoying the pleasures of playing in the “children’s area” of the patio 
waiting space at CCSA-Clairemont.  The security gate and fencing for this area, as well as cleaning and 
painting of the floor surface, were gifted by FOCUS in 2015.  Shrieks of joy and giggles of good fun are 
evident as children ride the kid-sized cars and tricycles--and imagine adventures together.   
THANK YOU, FOCUS!!   
 
 
 
 
 



Use  this page as a reminder—on your refrigerator??  at your bedside??  in your car??  
 
 

Community Christian Service Agency 

 
 

Saturday, April 23, 2016 beginning at 8 AM 
De Anza Cove, Mission Bay Park 

   
For more information or to pre-register, call 

858-274-2271 
Or go on-line to   ccsasandiego.org 

 
           

 
2015  DATA: clients served during the year: 

Households served at Clairemont         4,351 
Individuals served at Clairemont   11,386 

 Individuals  served at Pacific Beach         7,704  
  

TOTAL number of individuals served by CCSA in 2015    26,626  
   (includes 7536 receiving commodities) 
Number of  individuals served in the month of January 2016       1,651   

 
       

 

URGENT NEEDS 
Men’s underwear  Blankets  Men’s hooded sweatshirts 

Macaroni and cheese Capri Sun  Peanut butter 
 

ONGOING NEEDS 
Men’s pants (size 30-40) Men’s belts  Men’s T-shirts 

New women’s underwear School-age children’s clothing 
Canned fruit  Canned vegetables  

 
      

Readers of the CCSA newsletter continue to join the e-mail-only newsletter list.  Money, paper, and time is being 
saved, allowing more of these to fulfill the CCSA mission with people.  To request e-mail newsletter delivery to 
you, please e-mail CCSAINFO@sbcglobal.net (with ATTENTION to “Newsletter”) OR follow the directions for e-
mail newsletter at the CCSA web site (www.ccsasandiego.org).  Address changes/corrections for hard copy CCSA 
newsletters can be requested by writing to CCSA at the address below 

       
 

Community Christian Service Agency 
4167 Rappahannock Avenue, San Diego, CA  92117 

Phone 858-274-2271 (Clairemont) 
858-272-0163 (Pacific Beach) 

www.ccsasandiego.org 
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