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Let Us Keep the Teaching  

                  COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN    

 SERVICE AGENCY NEWSLETTER 

37 YEARS OF PROVIDING  SERVICE TO SAN DIEGO 

 
And the King will answer, ñIn 

truth I tell you, in so far as you 

did this to one of the least of 

these brothers of mine, you did 

it to me.ò  

 (Matthew 25:40 NJB) 

 

  The Parable of the Last 

Judgment (Matthew 25:31-46) 

has long been the foundational 

text for CCSA. This parable is 

rich and complex. It is also 

unique in that it only occurs in 

Matthew and bears features 

that are found no where else in 

the Gospels. But we need not 

concern ourselves with all of 

that. The real point is that 

CCSA, since its beginning, has 

found in this parable the foun-

dation for its work and has 

tried to meet the  challenge of 

the mandate contained within 

this powerful teaching. In this 

parable it is clear that Jesus is 

saying that how we treat the 

ñleast of these brothers of 

mineò is the way we treat Him. 

Who are the ñleast?ò They are 

the most afflicted with hunger, 

disease and forsakenness. They 

are the ones for whom no one 

else cares. They are the ones 

pushed by human actions and 

events to the margin of society 

and are often locked out even 

of the religious community. 

Jesus stipulates in this parable 

that how we treat these people, 

who are his brothers and sis-

ters, is how we treat Him. I re-

member that Dorothy Day use 

to say that the drunk in the 

gutter is Jesus. Well, we get the 

point. The mission of CCSA is 

to take this teaching seriously 

and act on it. CCSA has been 

doing this for 37 years!  There 

is a teaching in the Talmud 

that bears repeating here. God 

says to Israel: ñMy children, 

when you gave food to the poor 

I counted it as though you had 

given it to me.ò (Mid. Tan. 

15:9) It is a principle of Bibli-

cal ethics that the way to God 

passes through the neighbor. 

We see this very clearly in this 

parable of Jesus. This is the 

teaching and the subsequent 

action that is at the heart of 

CCSA. 

  We seem to be living in a time 

when those in real need be-

come more and more expend-

able. Yet, CCSA continues its 

witness and ministry that this 

is not acceptable. Those in real 

need are our brothers and sis-

ters. More than this, they are 

the brothers and sisters of Je-

sus the Christ. The world may 

not see this or admit it. That 

does not matter. CCSA does 
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HUNGER WALK 2010  

The 7th Annual CCSA Hunger Walk took 

place at Mission Bay on Saturday, April 

24th.  Each year CCSA supporters encourage 

their families and friends to participate in the 

Walk to raise funds for agency programs that 

have served those less fortunate for over 37 

years. When we first tallied the results at the 

end of ñwalk dayò, we had approximately 

$17,312.00. Our supporters didnôt stop there. 

Pledges continued to come in and the total of 

the money kept rising. The current total of 

funds raised for this yearôs Hunger Walk is 

approximately $26,580.00. Our feelings of 

accomplishment soared as we realized that 

had we raised more funds than in any previ-

ous Hunger Walk event and we had made 

Hunger Walk ñhistoryò! We are totally over-

joyed by the positive financial outcome for 

this yearôs event. This year 220 walkers par-

ticipated in the walk. Twenty-six of CCSAôs 

member churches were represented at the 

walk and 11 pastors walked alongside their 

congregations. Two non-member churches, 

Reformation Lutheran Church and First 

United Methodist Church, came out to walk 

with us and lend their support. Several civic 

organizations also participated: Clairemont 

Womenôs Club, Reality Changers, and So-

roptimistôs International Mission Bay. The 

walk began at De Anza Cove and traveled a 

4-mile out-and-back loop with an aid station 

at the half-way point. Many of the partici-

pants were wearing the signature blue t-shirts 

to show their spirit and let other people know 

that we are a community with a common 

cause--to help our neighbors in need.  

CCSA once again owes the tremendous suc-

cess of this yearôs Hunger Walk  to its faith-

ful who put forth an incredible effort to assist 

CCSA. We are so grateful to those that 

walked along the sidewalks of Mission Bay 

with pledged donations from their family and 

friends as well as those generous supporters 

who put forth an incredible effort to assist 

CCSA. We are so grateful to those that 

walked along the sidewalks of Mission Bay 

with pledged donations from their family 

and friends as well as those generous sup-

porters who could not walk but made a fi-

nancial gift in support of our cause. We are 

truly grateful to each and every one of you 

who made a donation which led to the 

overall success of this yearôs Hunger Walk!   

CCSA is also grateful to the many people 

whose efforts made this yearôs Hunger 

Walk happen: Event Coordinator - Judy 

Edelblute and the Outreach Committee, 

Event set-up/Hospitality-Bruce and 

Marlene Miller; Registrationï Clairemont 

Womenôs Club; Aid Stations, Larry Fulton; 

and Clairemont Hills Kiwanis, First Aid- 

Shirley Coffey RN; Financial Accounting, 

Mary Lytle, Dick Roy and Money Count-

ers; Refreshments, Ed and Harriet Ellis, 

Senior Gleaners, Kielôs Market for bottled 

water; Post-walk activity- Pastor Richard 

Rollefson; and many other unnamed volun-

teers who gave and gave to make it such a 

success! 

YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE! 
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admit it and acts on it every day. There are only three paid staff members working for 

CCSA. We are truly thankful for Carole Denton, Lydia Lopez and Jack Blevins. But 

the real force that makes CCSA what it is and what it does are the volunteers. I want 

the volunteers to always remember that it is their devotion, hard work and kindness 

that puts CCSA on the front line of meeting the mandate of the Parable of the Last 

Judgment. I do not think any of our volunteers should ever forget how important it is 

for a client to be treated with human dignity, respect, caring and generous kindness. 

Every time one of our staff members or a volunteer relates to a client in this way than 

the confirmation of the clientôs humanity and worth takes place. But this confirmation 

also affirms the holiness of Jesus and the mandate He makes in the parable which 

guides CCSA in its ministry. No staff member or volunteer ought to ever underestimate 

the importance of what is done by them on a daily basis as clients are met and served.  

   After all, one act of kindness outweighs eternity. One of act of solidarity with a person 

in need is worth more than all theologies. Fr. Gustavo Gutierrez said that and we must 

take it to heart.  

   It is also to be said that our member churches and our private supporters also engage 

in serving ñthe least of theseò who are the brothers and sisters of Jesus the Christ. The 

support and generosity of our member churches and our private supporters has been 

nothing short of phenomenal. Just look at the 2010 Hunger walk and the over $26,000 it 

raised. This is the most money every made by a CCSA Hunger Walk in its history! Yet, 

this happened in the midst of the worst economic situation this country has had since 

the Great Depression. Is this a miracle? Of course it is. But it is a miracle because no 

matter the difficulties people are personally in, as one body they kept the mandate of 

the parable of the Last Judgment. They acted to meet the needs of the ñleast of theseò 

who are the brothers and sisters of Jesus the Christ, our Master. Again, all of the sup-

porters of CCSA must never forget that there is no such thing as a trivial act of kind-

ness. Every act of kindness has holy and cosmic significance.  

   I am more than proud to be a part of CCSA. I am honored to be a partner with all of 

you in the work CCSA continues to do. And, like all of you, I seek to fulfill the mandate 

of the Parable of the Last Judgment. Working together in the days ahead we shall do 

just that and we shall not falter or fail. 

 

Yours in Faith, 

Jerry D. Lawritson  

Vice-President of CCSA and Liaison Officer. 

 
 

HUNGER WALK 2010 

ñLifeôs 

most  

urgent 

question 

is What 

are you 

doing for 

others?ò 

 

Dr.  

Martin 

Luther 

King, Jr. 


